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A Message from the
Executive Director

Dear NECS Family,

Reflecting on NEW ERA CREATIVE SPACE’s growth experienced in 2022, we are profoundly
grateful for our students, families, artists, partners, staff, and volunteers.

We started 2022, uncertain of where it would lead us, though full of hope. We experienced
growing pains as we returned from the pandemic, learned new ways to serve the community,
and continued strengthening our relationship with our school district and numerous other
organizations. We forged a new partnership with the Peekskill Housing Authority to provide
programs at Dunbar Heights. We successfully traveled with nine students on a service and
cultural immersion trip to The Gambia, West Africa. Our partnership with SONY resulted in

a striking and heartfelt short film about NECS, and students got to participate in an event

in NYC hosted by SONY. These are but a few of the highlights of 2022.

Last year, NECS stood at a crossroads, and with generous support from our donating
partners and countless individuals, we stepped boldly into significant expansion. We
nurtured and strengthened relationships which allowed us to expand our staff. We brought
on an artist in residence and grew our administrative, program, and development personnel.
Our virtual benefit raised an unprecedented $50,000, which was generously matched.

We are now better equipped to serve the community’s children and youth, our most precious
treasure. We look forward with great hope as we enter our 10th year, offering creative
programs that empower young people to explore their innate capabilities. We are proud
of what we have achieved and excited about our outlook for an equally promising future.
Thank you all for an incredible year!
With love and appreciation,

’ /—-'-_““-‘--\

‘g%}/Md-
Ridvan Idara

Executive Director
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Year In Review »
2022 by the Numbers

614

Children and youth participated in 45 programs
offered by NECS in 2022

$120K

Provided in scholarships, discounts, and subsidies
for 100% of students indicating need

578

Community members and artists attended 7 performances
or training events hosted by NECS

216

Individual, corporate, and foundation donors
chose to support NECS

$55K

Saved through volunteered time and talent
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Program Highlights
Spotlight on Core Values

In all we do at NECS,
we strive to align with our
core values of
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To cultivate the curiosity and
INngenuity to imagine a better
world for us all.

Performing Arts

The Art of Speaking and Echoes of the Future brought our Children’s
Theater Collaborative and Youth Theater Ensemble participants on a
creative journey of self-discovery. Engaging with moral situations
through the dramatic arts challenged our students to think critically
and creatively.

The Art of Speaking

The Art of Speaking was the first production of its kind for NECS. It
was written and composed by CTC students under the guidance of
Arianna Hurtado, Bria Waterman, and both alumni of NECS programs.
In this coming-of-age musical, a single mother teaches her pre-teen
daughter life lessons by reminiscing on her own experiences as her
daughter navigates her own uphill battles and obstacles. Stories were
told through music, dance, poetry, flashbacks, and real scenarios
related to the “student of life” in all of us.

“This course has surpassed my expectations. | didn’t expect to have
so much say in all stages of the filmmaking process. It was incredibly
satisfying to express my creativity through the film | made.”

IMPACT REPORT 2022

-Student, Fall 2022

Echoes from the Future

In the Spring of 2022, the NECS Youth Theatre Ensemble, comprised
of secondary and post-secondary students who have participated in
NECS’ Children’s Theatre Collaborative for at least two years, created
an original one-act play called Echoes of the Future. Four beings wake
up in an unfamiliar place. The date is June 19, 2165, and the world is
nothing like they remember. The Youth Theater Ensemble used character
development, improvisation, and scene writing to consider the possibility
of a fair and equitable world by 2165. The result is the Afrofuturistic
one-act play, Echoes of the Future. The youth presented the final
performance on Juneteenth at the Hudson Valley Museum of
Contemporary Art.

NECS Theme Song

Bria Waterman, a multi-talented artist who now serves as NECS
Artist-in-Residence, composed a new theme song, ‘Love and Unity’ for
NECS that captures the essence of the organization. We plan to launch
a community choir in 2023 and create more original music for NECS.

I necs



nature
connection

summer program

“There is a sense of
engagement with the
NECS artists, they truly
engage with the families,
with the students, they’re
able to learn...and there
is a connection.”

-Maria Oliveria Flores,
Interim Acting Director for LEAP,
Peekskill City Schools

jZ-

To develop an intimate care
for other human beings
and an appreciation for the
natural world.

Throughout the year, NECS fostered empathy in how we
accompanied and supported children during challenges
and with the expectation that students help one
another and seek first to understand. We facilitated

a sense of connection to nature and challenged the
children to see themselves as part of the natural world
and advocate for its survival.

Nature Connection

In the summer of 2022, NECS ran its signature

Nature Connection program for the fourth year.

Nature Connection helps children develop empathy for
the environment and cultivate innate positive qualities
within themselves. The middle schoolers spent time at a
Long haul Farm in Garrison, learning about sustainable
living practices, food security, animal care, planting, and
harvesting from a dedicated and loving group of farmers.
They hiked, swam, learned to kayak and paddleboard,
and created art using natural supplies. Students in this
program begin to see themselves as stewards of the
earth, a change that has profound implications.

T100CAMERAS

T00CAMERAS, an organization that teaches youth to
tell their stories through photography, collaborated
with NECS again. They provided us with cameras and
a curriculum that teaches youth to become mindful
of their world and document it from their unique
perspective. One of the young men who participated
shared that he loved that the program helped him
“take things that aren’t always beautiful and make
them look extraordinary.”

NECS offered three photography programs in the
Peekskill community, at the Peekskill Middle School,
and in The Gambia, West Africa, during our service
learning cultural immersion trip. Twelve students in The
Gambia participated in the program, and we donated
cameras for each student to the school to expand

their photography program.

IMPACT REPORT 2022 7
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“I noticed that
one of my girls
uses her voice
more to speak up
on injustices or
social issues
going on in our
nation.”

-Parent of Girls
EmpowerED student,
Fall 2022

IMPACT REPORT 2022

To derive joy from intellectual
and creative pursuits.

Joy is NECS’ watchword, and we witnessed tremendous joy in 2022
throughout our programs. We hosted community events and offered
African dance with live drumming at Be First Boxing Gym, at the
Peekskill Riverfront, at a dance studio, and in the street during
Peekskill Open Studios. Adults and children gathered to dance
together, which brought great joy!

During our Fall Open House, there was music, dance, face painting,
and activities for children and adults. We participated in the Peekskill
school district’s Saturday Academy, where hundreds of families come
to learn about partner organizations.

Our Eco Arts program incorporates art forms such as collage and
printmaking, uses recycled and repurposed materials, and encourages
students to exercise visionary thinking and innovative design.

To be equitable, accessible,
and inclusive so that origin
IS not a barrier.

In order to include all children who are interested in our programs,
NECS offered scholarships to 100% of participants in need.

Dunbar Heights

NECS determined that location was a barrier to access at Dunbar
Heights, an underserved public housing neighborhood in Peekskill.
In the Spring of 2022, we collaborated with the Peekskill Housing
Authority to use the community room at Dunbar Heights to provide
afterschool programs. We contacted Second Chance Foods, a local
organization whose mission is to “elevate the health of people and
planet by recovering nutritious food before it goes to waste and
delivering it to the tables of hungry families,” to collaborate. NECS
now provides afterschool programs three days a week, including a
hot, nutritious meal alongside academic enrichment, arts programming,
and character education in the neighborhood community room.

jZ-



“I couldn’t speak
any more highly of
an organization,
and I’m very very
glad and proud to
have them within
the city and to
partner with them.”
-Mayor Vivian C. McKenzie

To recognize the inherent
nobility in every individual,
including oneself.

Staff Training

NECS trained 12 teachers and administrative staff in Positive Discipline,
Restorative Justice, and Culturally Responsive Teaching principles.
These frameworks keep the dignity of each child at the forefront of
NECS programs and provide tools for building a culture of kindness,
equality, and respect. This training is vital for our team as it recognizes
and values the importance of racial and cultural diversity in learning.

We partnered with A CALL TO MEN, participating in a virtual training
on healthy masculinity entitled Breaking Out of The Man Box. NECS
invited community members and educators committed to helping
dismantle sexism and racism in daily life, family, community, and
organizations. Twenty-one people, including ten NECS teaching
artists, took part. A Call to Men’s Training provides in-depth
education to help create a meaningful impact.

°%$;
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10 IMPACT REPORT 2022

To love humanity and try to
serve It.

A Trip to Starfish International, The Gambia

In July, the NECS Girls EmpowerED group embarked on a service
learning immersion trip to The Gambia, West Africa. In partnership with
Starfish International, eight of our girls learned from, listened to, and
supported their Gambian peers. They learned about Gambian culture,
facilitated mental health workshops, and built lifelong connections.

In reflecting on the “Day in the Life” experience of spending a day
with the families of the Gambian girls, one teen shared.

“My experience was honestly life-changing; it changed
my whole mindset on a lot of things...seeing these girls
go through so much physically and mentally and still
being able to come to classes, laugh, and dance just
really inspires me.”

Locally, the Girls EmpowerED service projects included serving at
Regeneration Farm. The girls joined the community to garden and
built raised based on Native American techniques. We collaborated
with local youth organizations to prepare nearly 2000 Thanksgiving
meals for families experiencing food insecurity.

Our Nature Connection camp visited Long haul Farm weekly in the summer
to learn about sustainable living practices and help with farming.



SONY CREATE ACTION
Program Grant

New Era Creative Space was proud to be
one of the recipients of

SONY’s “CREATE ACTION?” initiative.

A nationwide initiative designed to support underserved or
underrepresented communities by amplifying the efforts of
local non-profit organizations within these communities.

The award of $50,000 in SONY equipment and
$50,000 in cash enabled us to pilot a documentary filmmaking
and photography program with professional equipment for our
student’s use in 2022. SONY also made a site visit to NECS and

produced a video telling the story of our organization.

E["{“JERISENOU L loN
CREA:. ACTION <3
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40pzxAuPlFo&t=1s

Growth & Expansion

In 2022 we embarked on a journey to create a pipeline of employment opportunities,
knowing the challenges that exist in securing employment for artists, particularly those
from underrepresented populations. We continued to nurture relationships with our current
donors and sought out new donating partners. This led to significant expansion.

We were able to secure funding from various institutions and organizations for programming

as well as operational costs. As a result, in the Fall of 2022, NECS brought on two new full-time
employees, an Artist-in-Residence and Program Director, a part-time Administrative Assistant,
and Grants and Development Manager. NECS now employs a freelance Operations Manager,
Graphic Designer, Marketing Director, and approximately 13 freelance teaching artists.

NECS currently offers weekly afterschool programs in the following locations:

Peekskill City School Peekskill Housing The Children’s Village, Peekskill Community, Monthly Spoken Word,

District Elementary Authority—Dunbar Dobbs Ferry on open to students from Hudson Valey Museum

and Middle School, Heights, Wednesday Wednesdays neighboring communities of Contemporary Art,

Tuesday- Thursday and Thursday Monday -Saturday Peekskill and Bethany
Art Community,
Ossining

Thanks to the generous grant from SONY, NECS
launched its media arts filmmaking program in the
Fall of 2022 with eight students. SONY provided
NECS with state-of-the-art technology and continues
to support our efforts. As part of their Create Action
campaign, SONY produced a short film about NECS
in February of 2022, which has seen 335,000 views
since its launch.

NECS held its 3rd Annual Virtual Benefit, co-hosted
by our Artist-in-Residence Bria Waterman and actor
Penn Badgley. The event was viewed online by 2,700
people, and we raised over $50,000, which was
generously matched.

Bria Waterman Penn Badgley

Building Community Through

CREATIVITY

New Era Creative Space 2022 Virtual Benefit | NOV. 3 | 7 pm

P
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Partnerships

National Partners

In 2022, NECS diversified and expanded its family of supporters. We are grateful to our
contributing partners who have helped us move into a new phase in our evolution.

VI

Educate.
Empower.
mona Transform. SONY
AR i\c}@@
The Stephen Colbert BE 4
Americone Dream IJ OIS
Fund g

CREATEA

Community Partners

ION

» NoVo
Foundation

CARVAL

INVESTORS

F O U ND ATI1 O N

N orer

FOU TION

STRIVING FOR UNITY

Whether they offered spaces for us to gather or contracted us to offer programs, these local
institutions and organizations played a part in our expansion and consolidation in 2022. We are
grateful for their partnership and will continue strengthening our relationship in the coming years.

Rotary i
Club of Peekskill

oot

Arts10566
Assumption Church
Be First Boxing Gym

Inner Being Yoga
Keaton’s Kids
Long haul Farm

ARTS

ARTSWESTCHESTER

WESTCHESTER
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

THE NEW YORK. TRUST

@

Second Chance Foods

Peekskill Housing Authority
Peekskill Presbyterian Church
Peekskill Regeneration Farm
Peekskill Youth Bureau
The Center at Mariandale

NECS expresses profound gratitude to the 216 generous individuals, corporations,
and foundations who have made the choice to support our organization.

IMPACT REPORT 2022
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Looking ahead to 2023 »
Moving into our 10th year!

NECS is moving into 2023
with gratitude, hope, and joy!

This fall, we will celebrate 10 years of service
to the community with an in-person gala
featuring youth presenters, performances,
awards, and a student art exhibit.

We are confidently building organizational
infrastructure to accommodate our expanded
staff with needed policies and sustainability
measures. We are embarking on curriculum
development while expanding and refining our
programs. NECS is doing the work of a growing
organization, and we are honored to do so
alongside our supportive partners, donors,
students, families, and community members.

14 IMPACT REPORT 2022 Eecs



THANK YOU

Executive Director
Ridvan Idara

Board of Directors
Carmita Abrigo
Leslie Fields-Cruz
Karen Foxhall-Schneider
Rachel Wimpee

Adyvisory Board
Ronald Abad
Deirdra Jen Brown
Marla Ratner
Glenn Smith
Sharla St. Rose

Staff Leadership

Christine Kelly-Edelman
Business Operations Manager

Stephanie Robinson Lindsay Burguess
Grants & Development Manager Director of Marketing
Vanessa Lapolla Bria Waterman
Program Director Artist-in-Residence
Carolina Egas Arturo Susan Cody
Administrative Assistant Music Director

Dawn Norris

Belle Torres

Graphic Designer Dance Director

IMPACT REPORT 2022
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CS

The mission of New Era Creative Space
Is to inspire stronger communities
through creative programs.

necspace.org


http://necspace.org
http://necspace.org

